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Bio
Raymond R. Baird, Professor of Psychology, was awarded an A.B. in Psychology from Eastern
New Mexico University. He earned a M.S. and Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of
Washington. Before coming to UTSA, he taught at Wright State University, where he rose to the
rank of Associate Professor, headed an interdisciplinary graduate program, and earned an award
for outstanding undergraduate teaching. Upon his arrival at newly-opened UTSA, he helped to
develop both the undergraduate curriculum and the master’s program. He served at Director of
the Division of Behavioral and Cultural Sciences for 16 years. He then served as Interim
Director of the Division of Mathematics and Statistics for four years, followed by a one-year
appointment as Interim Chair of the Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences. He is
currently completing his second year of service as Senior Associate Dean in the College of
Sciences.
His research emphasis in the past decade has been psychology and law, revolving primarily
around perception of sentencing equity. The principle underlying this work is that in order to
“balance the books,” society expects the perpetrator of a crime to experience outcomes (e.g.,
punishments and losses) that are worse than those experienced by the victim of the crime, but not
excessive. Thus society expects the legal system to make the punishment fit the totality of the
specific circumstances of the crime. When a given crime is associated with a high level of
victim suffering, for instance, the ideal punishment will be more severe. In addition, society
requires that the judicial system weigh factors associated with the criminal. The optimal
punishment should fit not only the crime but also should fit the criminal as well. For example,
restitution and remorse have the effect of reducing the severity of the optimal punishment. This
research program has yielded several poster presentations, four reporting results from master’s
theses done under his direction. An offshoot of this research in the subfield of psychology of law
has focused on adult memory errors and has yielded several additional posters (three with
undergraduate honor’s students working under his direction). Research summarized in a
publication growing out of this line of work (see note 1) demonstrated that experts sometimes
make more errors of commission (as opposed to errors of omission) than non-experts.
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